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board is to our membership, so
with this in mind we would like to
ask all of you to let us know how
you feel about moving our
Wednesday meeting to a
Saturday in the fall. Our program
committee is in the process of
planning for our Fall 2015 meeting
and it will be very valuable to
have your input. Please let Susan
know what you think (Keep
Wednesday or move to
Saturday?) at 626-287-1185 or
orofacial@compnow.com. We will
review all local football schedules
while we gather your responses.
As a side note, we have already

planned our Spring meeting for
Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
April 17-19, 2015 and I hope you
will save the dates in your
calendars and plan to join us in
San Diego.
Speaking of meetings, I would

also like to bring up our Pearls.
These 30-minute presentations
on a variety of topics are very
popular with our members.

R DEAN LANG DDS

President’s Message work very hard to arrange our
meetings and the fruits of their
labors are the outstanding
programs and excellent
attendance we enjoy.
Bach has alerted the board of

directors of the increasing
difficulty of securing major
presenters for our Wednesday
meetings. Mid-week meetings
result in our speakers scheduling
additional days away from their
private practices to allow for
travel time. This in turn results in
higher expenses and honorarium
fees. In the case of some
presenters who are full-time
faculty members, they simply
cannot take off in the middle of
the week.
I want you to know that we

appreciate and depend on the
support of all our members.
Without your dues payments
and registration fees we would
not be able to provide the high
quality meetings that we have all
come to expect from SCOA. The
first responsibility of our SCOA
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I want to speak with you about
our SCOA continuing education
meetings. We are very fortunate
to have Dr Bach Le as our
program chair. He has numerous
contacts in the world of educators
and renowned presenters. Bach
has been able to secure well-
known speakers for our past
meetings for whichwe are grateful.
We hope he will continue to
share his talents and resources
with us for a long time. He and
the SCOA program committee
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Past presenters have expanded my practical
knowledge and often enhanced the way I care for
my patients. We extend an invitation to all of you
to give a presentation on any subject you think
will be of interest to our members; from a surgical
procedure to a practice management or staff
topic. We can all benefit from sharing our
expertise and experiences with our friends and
colleagues.
This brings me to our 12th Annual Fall Implant
Meeting. I hope to see you at the Hilton
Pasadena on Wednesday, October 29. We start
early now (8 AM) so you may want to spend
Tuesday night at the Hilton.We have a group rate
and you can check with Susan on that. We are
anxious to welcome our seven presenters and
the interesting topics they will bring. We have an
insert in this issue with CV information about the
presenters, clinical details on their topics,
schedule for the day and registration form. We’ll
go 8 AM to 5 PM with a reception from 5-6 PM.

I will see you at the Hilton!
R Dean Lang DDS

The Southern California Orofacial Academy is not affiliated with the
California Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons or the
American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons; is not politically
motivated; includes oral and maxillofacial surgeons, other specialties and
general dentists in California and the western states; offers increased
options for continuing education, camaraderie and Southern California
locations for two scientific meetings each year; is registered with the
Dental Board of California as a Dental Society and a CE Provider.

SCOA PAST PRESIDENTS

George C Gamboa DDS MS EdD
2001 to 2004

Ross W Prout DDS
2004 to 2006

Robert E Huntington DDS
2006 to 2008

John J Lytle DDS MD
2008 to 2010

Theodore A Tanabe DDS
2010 to 2013
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SPMP13154 REV C NOV 2013

The Tapered Internal family of dental implants provides excellent primary stability, maximum bone maintenance and soft tissue 
attachment for predictable results.  All implant diameters from 3.0 to 5.8 can be placed with the same instrument kit providing 
you surgical convenience and flexibility to choose the ideal implants for each patient’s needs. With all these features, you no 
longer have to accept the clinical compromises that come with other implant systems.

no more
compromises

restorative ease
45° conical internal hex connection 
creates a robust, biologic seal and is 
color-coded for quick identification 
and component matching

connective tissue attachment
Laser-Lok uniquely creates a physical 
connective tissue attachment and 
biologic seal

bone attachment
Laser-Lok® microchannels 
achieve superior osseointegration

universal surgical kit
intuitive color-coded 
instrumentation used to place all 
BioHorizons tapered implants*

*Tapered Plus, Tapered Tissue Level, Tapered Internal and Tapered 3.0

For more information, contact BioHorizons
Customer Care: 888.246.8338 or
shop online at www.biohorizons.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER

THEODORE A TANABE DDS
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essentially he or she is working as a general
dentist and performing oral surgery
procedures in a general dental practice. I did this
during my training, and am certain that things like
this continue today. And there are many newer
OMS grads that have not yet committed to a
practice of their own or who are not yet busy
enough in a fledgling practice, who are perfectly
happy to travel and cultivate itinerant work for a
living.
A growing practice model of corporate-dentistry

has a presence in our area as well. Many of these
practices have specialists scheduled on a periodic
basis. One such practice referred a patient to one
of my colleagues for removal of #17 and 32 only –
retaining #1 and 16 for the corporate dental
practice to remove as a separate procedure at a
later date – despite the seemingly obvious benefit
of a single surgery and single healing period for
the patient, who was choosing to have the lower
teeth removed under an intravenous general
anesthesia.
I do see that there is a certain lure in itinerant

practice for both the managing dentist as well as
the surgeon. In many cases, the amount of debt
amassed in attaining an OMS certificate is
extremely large. So faced with the prospect of
another big loan for a start-up or a giant buy-in to
an existing OMS practice, I can understand why a
doc might choose to take an itinerant job to knock
down some bills and breathe for a while.
So what are the downsides? A few years ago I

was talking to a recent OMS grad about how
things were going for him. He mentioned that
he never fully comprehended that patients
sometimes experienced significant post-operative
issues after even routine dentoalveolar surgery,
because his junior residents saw all of his post-ops.
But now in the real world, all of these
complaints were coming back through his door.
So in a general practice setting, all of these
post-surgical patients are coming in for
follow-up exams and are sitting in the waiting
room next to someone who is getting veneers and
tooth whitening – not my idea of great

The Itinerant Oral Surgeon

My local OMS colleagues talk (and email) once
in a while about what is going on in our practices.
One topic that recently came up is how to
handle complications sent from practices that
utilize itinerant oral surgeons. We all agree that
there seems to be an uptick in the number of
problems popping up regarding inadequate
follow-up, non-existent after-hours coverage, and
emergency room usage by general dentistry
practices that bring in docs to operate sporadically.
I’ll get to our consensus opinion a bit later.
Why would a general practitioner choose to bring

in a surgeon once a month to operate on a slate of
patients? I would imagine that there is a financial
lure to generate income without doing any work,
even if it is a low percentage of the gross,
especially since the net income from a referred
patient is zero. It may also seem attractive to offer
this service to patients who might prefer to stay in
their comfortable and familiar surroundings. And an
interested GP only has to look in the component
dental journal advertisements to find someone
willing to come in and operate at his office.

Why would an OMS choose to practice as an
itinerant surgeon? Certainly there is a financial lure.
And there are days when I can absolutely see the
attraction in leaving the hassle of billing, scheduling,
and staff management to someone else. I would
also imagine the overhead is minimal. Maybe the
doc is in a residency and is allowed to moonlight – Continued on Page 5

S
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marketing. And depending on the availability of the
operating surgeon, the GP might be the one doing
all of these post-operative assessments. I’m not
saying that the quality of surgery is necessarily
inferior to what I can do. But most OMS docs would
admit that the work we do on a daily basis causes
local trauma and inflammation that can sometime
be significant, and because we are used to seeing
it and handling it, we are best suited to assess our
patients and manage their post-operative course,
especially if they are having problems.
A potential problem can occur if a patient has a

post-operative emergency that cannot be handled
by the general dentist. In this case, the patient may
end up in the local emergency room or in the office
of a local oral surgeon. I’ve been called at one
o’clock a.m. by my local ER doc to come in and
manage a post-op bleed. The 80-year old patient
was unable to get a return call from the dentist’s
office and he did not know how to contact the
itinerant OMS who had removed his tooth, so he
went to the ER for help.
So how do you handle issues like this in your

area? My policy is to reach out to the surgeon to
inform them of the situation and encourage him or
her to take care of their patient. We contact the
dental office to let them know how much the
emergency examination, x-rays, and palliative
treatment will cost, and we ask if they want to be
billed directly for treatment rendered. If the patient
ends up being admitted to the hospital, California
law requires that the Dental Board be informed in
writing within seven days that dental treatment
rendered has resulted in hospitalization of the
patient. That information is also conveyed to the
surgeon and the dental office.

What was the consensus of my local OMS
sounding board? We think that itinerant practice
creates the potential for a complication that could
have significant negative impact on all practicing
OMS docs, not because the quality of surgical care
is necessarily lacking, but because the coverage,
management, and follow-up is less than ideal. And
we don’t want to be a dumping ground for
neglected patients.

Dr Tanabe, Continued from Page 4 ����������	�
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ANESTHESIA UPDATE

JOHN J LYTLE DDS MD

there is a tendency to increase this initial dose to
5 mg. or more when determining what one will
administer when faced with a lineup of multiple
young patients in a busy private practice.
An ultrasensitive patient will appear at some

point in your practice and will become apneic on a
5 mg. initial increment. Often it will be a young
female; perhaps an Asian from the Philippines; but
the patient may not fit this typical group who more
often display sensitivity to anesthetic agents.
Fortunately midazolam can be reversed with
flumazenil. When the complication occurs as it did
recently to me with a fully monitored patient, the
smooth flow of patients in an operating schedule is
disrupted by the need to ventilate the patient,
determine whether or not to give a reversal agent,
whether or not to give additional agents other than
local anesthesia, and whether or not to continue
the case. In the case described, bag and mask
ventilation, administration of local anesthesia and
surgical stimulation restored ventilation and the
case proceeded uneventfully. Had the patient not
responded to these simple time-honored
techniques, I would have administered 0.2 to
0.4 mg. of flumazenil.
A second complication that occurred reminded

me of the prolonged delirium seen in some
teenagers emerging from procedures in the
seventies and eighties from methohexital and
diazepam anesthesia and before that in the fifties
and sixties from large doses of methohexital alone.

A 14-year-old Hispanic boy weighing
approximately 100 pounds presented for removal
off a mandibular cyst. The procedure proceeded
uneventfully over a 30-minute period and the
patient required a total of 12.5 mg. of midazolam
administered in incremental doses over 20 minutes.
In addition he received 100 mcg of fentanyl, 25 mg.
of ketamine and two carpules of articaine 4% with
epinephrine 1/100,000.

At the conclusion of the procedure, the
midazolam was reversed with 0.2 mg. of
flumazenil. The patient was responsive but
somewhat sleepy. He was transferred to a

In the previous Spring 2014 issue of the SCOA
Proceedings, a technique was outlined that I
advocate for intravenous sedation for office
dentoalveolar surgical procedures. It seemed to
me that some of the complications that occur
during intravenous sedation were less frequent
following the technique outlined in that article.
Since the spring of 2014 more than three
unexpected events have occurred in my presence
utilizing that method of sedation so my impression
of decreased frequency of complications may be
illusory.
Clearly, midazolam in higher doses than

previously utilized (10 mg. or less) may safely be
given if titrated to patient response and used in
conjunction with modest amounts of fentanyl (50 to
100 micrograms) and ketamine 25 to 50 mg.
Combined with carefully administered local
anesthesia to provide a well localized, dry surgical
field, routine removal of teeth can be accomplished
with relative ease by individuals without a great
deal of experience as OMFS surgeons. Within the
past months, I have encountered two cases that
demonstrate that although complications are rare, they
still occur as they did with all previous techniques.
The first is unexpected extreme sensitivity to

benzodiazepines. We continue to advocate 2 mg.
initial doses of midazolam but in the average
patient in the prime of life, this often has little
visible effect on the level of consciousness and Continued on Page 7

Unusual Sensitivity and Resistance to
Intravenous Sedation
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wheelchair for transport and observed due to
continued somnolence. After approximately five
minutes he became agitated and stood up from
the chair and tried to walk. He was restrained and
returned to the dental chair. Four residents, an
assistant and an attending were required to
overcome what one can only describe as
superhuman strength for restraint of this rather
small boy.

He was not responsive to vocal command,
seemed unaware of his surroundings, was fearful
and had a fixed delusional stare reminiscent of
that seen with hallucinogenic medications. After
45 minutes he quieted, his mother and brother
were permitted to talk to the patient and he
was discharged home after another 30 minutes.
His mother reported that he went to bed upon
arriving home, slept for two hours, awoke with no
memory of any of the events after his initial
induction and has progressed well and seems
entirely normal to his family.
I speculate that this reaction was in response

to the 25 mg. of ketamine that may have been too
much for this young person. Ketamine is available
to us at the Ostrow School of USC in 50 mg. per
ml. and generally we start with one half ml.
containing 25 mg. In our office, we have the drug
in 10 mg. /ml concentration and perhaps we could
have avoided this difficult emergence by
administering a smaller dose of ketamine. The
reaction may also have been avoided by not
reversing the midazolam. Although it was not
determined if this patient had ADHD, it has been
suggested that this group of patients may be
more likely to have an atypical emergence from
sedation.
As in many clinical settings in dental schools,

we see a greater number of patients who seem to
have great resistance to sedative agents of all
types. These individuals are often muscular
males in early manhood through midlife. If they
have developed tolerance to alcohol and/or
narcotics, they may display incredible resistance
to our sedative agents. When the amount of

Dr Lytle, Continued From Page 6

midazolam is approaching 30 mg. and the patient
still seems very reactive to stimulation, I still revert
to propofol or methohexital.
The purpose of this short article is to remind

experienced operators and warn those new
or relatively new that you will encounter patients
who do not react to sedative agents in the way the
vast number of “normal” patients do. When this
situation arises, take a step back and devote your
attention to this atypical patient response. If that
means cancelling other cases you have scheduled
or even shutting the office to permit careful
management of sedation gone awry, do it.
A second observation is that given the

opportunity to determine the concentration of
sedative agent you anticipate using, select the
more dilute. In the case of midazolam, it is easier
to titrate with 1.0 mg/ml than with 5.0 mg./ml. In
the case of ketamine, select 10 mg./ml rather than
50.mg./ml.This gives the operator more volume to
administer and less likelihood of overdose utilizing
a more concentrated solution.
I believe that the long-term success of the

specialty of oral and maxillofacial surgery rests
largely on the continued ability of practitioners to
provide pain and stress-free procedures that are
cost effective and remain outside the government
mandate relating to patients’ right to health care.
We are approaching our centennial as an organized
specialty of dentistry. General anesthesia and
intravenous sedation have been important tools in
maintaining our competitive edge over other dental
specialties and with medicine. Our great strides in
patient monitoring, office evaluations, permitting
of practitioners and promoting lifelong learning
and maintenance of competency in anesthesia
will continue to make oral and maxillofacial
surgery unique.

Jack Lytle
John J Lytle DDS MD
jacklytle@sbcglobal.net
mobile 818-929-0103
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R Dean Lang DDS
President

John Scaramella DDS
Treasurer

Ted Tanabe DDS
Editor

COL Bob Hale DDS
At-Large Board Member

Jim Jensvold DDS
At-Large Board Member

DR JIM JENSVOLD is retiring after 12 years as
exhibits chairman and webmaster. The SCOA
board appreciates Jim’s many years of being the
liaison with our sponsors. Jim developed SCOA’s
PowerPoint continuous loop sponsor presentation.
He built and maintained the SCOA website for
members to review information about upcoming
meetings and make online dues and registration
payments. Jim will continue on the board of
directors as an at-large member.

www.socalorofacial.org

NEW MEMBERS

Scott R Adishian DDS
Prosthodontist, Pasadena

Paul G Bohman DDS
OMS, Ventura

Jeffrey M Caputo DDS
OMS, Mission Viejo

Jeffrey L Foltz DDS
OMS, Reseda

Judy Lanfried
Hermosa Beach

Ramin Shabtaie DDS
OMS, Los Angeles

SCOA BOARD TRANSITIONS

Dr Jensvold with his patient from Temecula.

To Our Members: Let us know of your OMS colleagues,
referring doctors or residents who would like to join SCOA.
We will contact them, send information with past
publications for them to learn about us, and invite them to
our October 29 meeting.

David Gilbert DDS, Membership Chair
Kevin Lew DDS MD, Residents Chair
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ROBERT G HALE DDS aka COL ROBERT G HALE ACTIVE DUTY UNITED STATES ARMY
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THE BIOMASK: Wound Chamber with NPWT Function Overview
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2014 ANNUAL SPRING SCIENTIFIC
MEETING REPORT

BACH LE DDS MD
Program Chairman

Thanks to all of our Spring 2014 presenters.
Dr Daniel Spagnoli discussed Reconstruction and
Biologics. Dr Ray Melrose asked: Is it Important to
Distinguish between Lichenoid Reactions and
Lichen Planus? Dr Peter Krakowiak presented
Accelerated Molar Uprighting and Forced Molar
Eruption using Implant Microanchorage. Dr Bob
Huntington reminisced with OMS History and
Practice in Southern California “The Fires.” Dr
Clark Stanford discussed Implant Therapy in the
Growing Patient. Drs Scott Adishian and Larry
Lytle presented Clinical Experience and Treatment
Modalities with All-on-4 Procedure. Col Bob Hale
related his experience with research and treatment
for Face Restoration after Battle Injury – Face
Transplants to BioMask Research.
We appreciated the participation of our loyal

exhibitors with special recognition for Diamond
Sponsors:BioHorizons, Dentsply and the United
States Army.

Page 14 SCOA PROCEEDINGS SUMMER–FALL 2014

OUR PRESENTERS

1. Dr Daniel Spagnoli
2. Dr Ray Melrose
3. Dr Peter Krakowiak
4. Dr Bob Huntington

5. Dr Larry Lytle
6. Dr Clark Stanford
7. Dr Scott Adishian
8. Dr Bob Hale

1
2

3 4

5
6

7 8
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2014 SPRING
SCIENTIFIC MEETING

Photography by
Ron Stewart Pictures
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2014 SPRING
SCIENTIFICMEETING

Photography by Ron Stewart Pictures
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To learn more, call 1-800-874-2334 or visit www.osteohealth.com

Regenerative Specialists to the Dental 
Industry For Over 20 Years
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IN MEMORIAM

Robert W Thompson DDS
July 30, 1922 – March 31, 2014
SCSOMS President in 1977

Dr Bob Thompson was born in Los Angeles and
grew up in San Marino. He attended South
Pasadena High School and South Pasadena
Junior College. After completing his education at
the USC School of Dentistry, he practiced Oral
Surgery in San Pedro and Torrance for over forty
years. His love for golf prompted him to serve as
president of the SCGA and also the CGA. He
passionately cheered for his beloved Trojans,
driving his bus, the Big T Special, to the LA
coliseum where he occupied the same seat for
over fifty years. Applying his oral surgery skills, he
served his country as part of the US Navy, and
contributed to his community as both a Rotarian
and a Shriner. Bob traveled the world playing golf
and practicing his Spanish. He is survived by his
three children, Stephanie Rieth, Greg Thompson
and Judy Thompson, three grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren. Bob will be remembered for
what he did best, laughing, telling jokes, and
recounting stories from his long, full and
interesting life.

Dr “Big Bob” Thompson came to all of our SCOA
Desert Meetings to play golf and socialize. This photo
was taken in 2007: Drs Ross Prout, Dan Copps and
Bob Thompson.
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Meeting Brochure will be Mailed Soon 
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