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Pearls from three new
presenters; come early for this
pre-meeting session from 12
to 1 PM; guest presentations
from Drs Ray Melrose and Bob
Hale.

As an organization,
SCOA continues to be an
enjoyable and challenging
chapter in my oral surgery
career. The board of directors,
our executive director, and I
have been working hard to
make improvements in the
organization that will ensure
that SCOA carries on into the
future and continues to present
excellent CE opportunities for
our members.

As always, I enjoy these
meetings not only for the
content but also for the chance
to see friends and colleagues.
Please join us on Wednesday,
April 18, 2012 for a day of
camaraderie and learning at
the Millennium Biltmore Hotel
in Los Angeles.

Theodore A Tanabe DDS

President’s Message

S

MILLENNIUM BILTMORE
LOS ANGELES

PRESENTERS
Gary H Chan DDS

Alan L Felsenfeld DDS
Robert G Hale DDS
R Dean Lang DDS

Baldwin Marchack DDS
Ray Melrose DDS

John Scaramella DDS
Gary L Wyatt DDS

Happy New Year and
welcome to Spring! Christmas
2011 was wonderful for my
family and I hope that you all
had a chance to enjoy the
company of family and friends
at the end of the year.

I enjoyed seeing and
chatting with our members and
guests at the last meeting
when Dr Ruskin presented.
Format changes were well
received, and I think we are

making strides to present
excellent topics in an efficient
and accessible schedule. We
hope to hear from anyone
who has input on the
structure and content of our
meetings – our goal is to
continue to offer top-notch
programs.

And speaking of great
programs, I’m excited to have
Dr Michael Block return on
April 18 with some cutting-
edge material on implants.
A new wrinkle for SCOA is
a hands-on course, so we
dipped into the talents of
our own Dr Bach Le, who
will present a course that
was sold out and received
rave reviews at the most
recent AAOMS Dental
Implant Conference. This is
an incredible opportunity to
see some educational, timely
material.

Additional aspects of
this meeting are a curriculum
for our office staff, presented
by our members that will be
interesting and valuable;
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As a senior member of our community
of surgeons, I want to address a subject that
you have most likely given very little thought
since it seems a long way off – retirement. I
retired from private practice almost four years
ago and now practice just two days a week at
the main USC Campus Dental Clinic

Retirement may be the most distant
thought in your mind at this current point in
your career. I entered the profession at age
24 in the golden post-World War II years,
and contributed the maximum I was permitted
under law to my retirement fund over the
next 50 years. I want to offer the following
observations and suggestions:

It is important to consider additional
investment vehicles besides your IRS-
approved pretax 401k or whatever type
account you have. Plan on living longer and
being in better shape to enjoy an active
lifestyle longer than your parents. It looks like
reasonable people will soon be or now are
living into their 90s and beyond. It has
been predicted that there will be 300,000
centenarians by the year 2050. Will you be
one of them? More importantly, if you are, will
you be enjoying the lifestyle that you do now?

My generation is receiving the benefit
of the Social Security system initiated by
Franklin Roosevelt in the 1930s. It has suc-
cessfully served to maintain the elderly at a

M
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subsistence level of “security.” The predictions
are that the system will not survive the next
generation due to a multitude of factors: the
baby boomers drawdown; the decrease in
number of working contributors; and to
governmental mismanagement.

No single investment strategy is fool-
proof. Dentists used to like gold and felt it
was the ultimate store of value. Those of us
working in the 1970s and 1980s saw gold
make unbelievable gains from $50 per ounce
to over $800 per ounce and then followed it
back down to $200 per ounce where it stayed
for the next 20 years.

Wind farms, oilfields, cattle ranching,
almond growing, avocado farming, solar
energy, atomic energy and computer
hardware and software made some very
wealthy; but a lot more dentists were hurt
financially by ventures into areas outside of
their area of expertise – dentistry and oral
surgery; often their losses were compounded
when the IRS challenged their attempt to
deduct a tax shelter investment.

You may not remember that short-term
interest rates on regular bank and savings
and loan companies reached over 20 percent
in the early 1980s and many dentists felt this
was going to be the norm going forward. Look
at interest rates today: one half to one percent
invested in a bank savings account is more
the norm. Don’t get me wrong; compounding
interest on savings and investments works
and is a great financial tool; but I believe you
must look beyond these simple tools to make
significant returns.

You are a target for scam artists. They
see dentists as unsophisticated in financial
matters and they are often right. Don’t buy
a gold mine that you are guaranteed will now
be profitable since gold is over $1700 an
ounce. Don’t invest in futures unless you are
prepared to study and spend as much time in
that endeavor as you do in your practice.
These investments are fun when they are
going up, but if they are highly leveraged,
as they often are, the ride down can be
upsetting.

Forty years ago, I became acquainted
with an investment advisor who served with
me on the board of a local hospital. He
managed the hospital employees’ pension
fund at no charge. That impressed me as a
sign that he was genuinely interested in
serving his community. I used his services
until he passed on and still work with his son
who has the same philosophy as his dad. I
pay the commissions he missed with the
employee fund.

Life insurance brokers and financial
planners will frequently seek you out.
Find one trusted individual. Start slowly and
remember why insurance companies are
successful: they have your money to invest.
In the early years of practice and family
growth you need insurance more than in
latter years, but you will always have the need
for property and other disaster types of
coverage.

As I look at the majority of successful
fellow practitioners, the group that seems to
be able to maintain a lifestyle in retirement
that approaches that of their days in active
practice invested in real estate. Often they
invested in a residence that seemed to be
more than they needed but was strategically
located and just seemed to become more
and more desirable. One friend planned on
just practicing dentistry but built his office on
a piece of real estate that later became the
main business district of his hometown.

The ultimate piece of evidence to
support this thesis is the Herman Ostrow
School of Dentistry of USC. Dr Ostrow
practiced dentistry for seventeen years after
graduating from USC Dental School in 1946.
He was able to leave $35 million cash
legacy to the school. His fortune was real
estate based. Not everyone is going to be
successful. The time you arrive on the scene,
future terror attacks, political changes,
your health, world monetary crises and
depression or war can alter your results. I
hope that future generations of dental and
oral and maxillofacial surgery practitioners
will be as successful as many have been in
the past but there is no guarantee. Good Luck
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2011 Fall Implant Meeting
By Bach Le DDS MD
Program Chairman

Our Annual Fall Implant Meeting was
held at the Hilton Pasadena on October 19,
2011. We were pleased to welcome Dr James
Ruskin from the University of Florida to
present Surgical Considerations for Advanced
and Complex Implant Cases.

Dr Ruskin’s topics were Team Approach
to Advanced and Complex Implant Cases,
Diagnosis and Treatment Planning of the
Advanced and the Complex Implant Case,
Reconstructive Risk Assessment, with case
presentations during dinner. Dr Ray Melrose
from Oral Pathology Associates in Los
Angeles, discussed HPV and Oral Cancer.

Our staff curriculum was presented by
Jenean Eberhardt RN and Sandra Reiten
CDA/RDA from the Center for Oral & Facial
Surgery in San Diego. Jenean discussed
What You Need to Know for Your DBC
Onsite Evaluation and Sandra brought new
information on Dental Implants and Treatment
Planning.

Thanks to our exhibitors for attending
the fall meeting and providing door prizes.
Congratulations to Justin Swann, our Xemax
rep, winner of the SCOA door prize.

I hope to see you at our 10th Annual
Scientific Meeting on April 18 at the Millennium
Biltmore Hotel in Los Angeles. We have
information about the program, presenters and
schedule on Page 11 and Page 13 with a
registration form insert.
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1) Drs Ted Tanabe, James Ruskin
2) Sandra Reiten, Jenean Eberhardt
3) Scott Price (Brady & Associates), Dr Ray Melrose
4) Gators Drs Brennan Hughes, James Ruskin

2

3

4

1



Page 6 SCOA PROCEEDINGS SPRING 2012

Serving Southern California’s Serving Southern California’s 
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeons Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeons 

for a Combined 30+  Yearsfor a Combined 30+  Years

Practice SalesPractice Sales
Associate RecruitmentAssociate Recruitment
Partnership FormationPartnership Formation
Practice ValuationPractice Valuation
Sale of ½  InterestSale of ½  Interest
BuyBuy--In PlansIn Plans
Partnership RestructurePartnership Restructure
Over 150 OMS References AvailableOver 150 OMS References Available

BBRADY RADY & A& ASSOCI ATESSSOCI ATES
Cedric T. “Ric” Brady - Scott A. Price

(925) 935-0890

A Professional Approach to Practice Sales A Professional Approach to Practice Sales 
and Related Servicesand Related Services
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1) Dr Stan Hanes, Justin Swann (Xemax)
2) Scott Price (Brady & Associates), Dr Junil Ahn
3) Dr David Gilbert, Mark Thrasher (Criticare/MTI)
4) Drs Alan Kaye, Jim Jensvold, James Ruskin,
Ted Tanabe

5) Joanie Uherek (Exactech/H&H), Dr James McAndrews
6) Drs Bob Fontanesi, Paul Braun; Patti Purdom, Ruth Camardi
7) Bubba (Bubba's Dental Supply), Dr George Chew
8) Dr Payam Samouhi, Michelle Neilson, Dr Dean Lang,
Denise Goodwin, Dr Don Kim, Alice Barrientos
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Which �eld of view is right for your practice?
With up to seven selectable �elds of view and image resolution up  
to 90μm, the CS 9300 gives you greater �exibility and the optimum  
�eld of view to suit your patients’ every diagnostic need.

With triple modality panoramic, cephalometric and 3D imaging with exceptional  
detail and range, the CS 9300 is the perfect all-in-one machine for your practice.
Now, you can select the ideal �eld of view every time.

Multiple �elds of view ranging from 5cm x 5cm  to 17cm x 13.5cm
Variable focal trough with linear 2D panoramic imaging
Upgradeable to one-shot 2D cephalometric
Superb image quality with up to 90μm resolution
Intelligent dose management through collimation and faster scan time
Easy, intuitive imaging software that’s easily shareable

Explore more at www.carestreamdental.com/9300 or call 800.944.6365

©Carestream Health, Inc. 2012. 
7067 OM 93 AD 0412
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1) Drs John Scaramella, Brian Mudd, Marc Salomone
2) Drs Peter Lam, Ted Tanabe, James McAndrews,
David Cummings

3) Drs Frank Pavel, Ken Girard
4) Dr James McAndrews, Mark Thrasher (Criticare/MTI)

5) Drs Michael Jensen, Marvin Jensen, David Gilbert
6) Drs Ted Tanabe, Joseph Goodsell
7) Drs Frank Pavel, James Ruskin, Ted Tanabe
8) Dr Peter Lam's staff: Marcia Valdez, Roxanna Torruco, Patty Bogle,
Eric Hostetter (Biomet 3i), Suzette Williams, Cathy Martinez
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Be Prepared with e-dataGuardTM

Archiving and Recovery from PACT-ONE
Historically, more than 60% of medical and dental practices 
have experienced adverse computer events. Accidental user 
error, data deletion, hard drive crashes, data corruption, theft 
and local backup failure are the most common occurrences 
along with natural accidents such as fire and flood.

In addition, new high tech imaging devices, their integration 
and the need to develop digital patient records increase the 
very real risk of experiencing a computer-related loss. But, it is 
a risk that can be easily reduced or eliminated.

Like health care, a preventive approach is the best method of 
protecting your livelihood. Do you practice essential elements 
of loss prevention? Is the information you need to run your 
office protected?

Now, thanks to e-dataGuard from PACT-ONE, you can ensure 
that all your vital computer files, patient records, insurance 
archives and databases are safely and securely backed-up, 
stored and recoverable.

Call Client Services at  
866-722-8663 to discuss
how we can customize  
a plan for you.

Equipment Failure and the Cost of Failure, 
Can you risk it?

local sales & support in Southern California

866.722.8663    www.pact-one.com

Are You Embracing 
Technology 
In Your Practice?
PACT-ONE offers a complete  
range of solutions to satisfy
your technology needs:

Equipment, Hardware

operatory computers

Data Management

Dental, Orthodontic & Oral Surgery Offices
Installation, Implementation & Integration.
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SSCCOOAA 1100tthh AANNNNUUAALL SSCCIIEENNTTIIFFIICC MMEEEETTIINNGG
WWeeddnneessddaayy AApprrii ll 1188,, 22001122

MMiill lleennnniiuumm BBiillttmmoorree LLooss AAnnggeelleess
8 AM to 12 PM HANDS-ON COURSE 4 CEU 

12 PM to 8 PM MAIN COURSE 8 CEU 
 

PPRROOGGRRAAMM

CURRENT SOLUTIONS FOR MANAGING COMPLEX IMPLANT CASES 
Michael S Block DMD 

 
HANDS-ON: IMMEDIATE FULL-ARCH PROVISIONAL RESTORATIONS 

Bach Le DDS MD And Arnold Rosen DDS 
 

GGUUEESSTT PPRREESSEENNTTEERRSS

A CRITICAL EVALUATION OF NEWER DIAGNOSTIC AIDS  
FOR EARLY DETECTION OF ORAL CANCER 

Raymond Melrose DDS 
 

NEW GENERATION OF BONE REGENERATION 
BIOMATERIALS – A SMART SCAFFOLD 

Col Robert G Hale DDS  
 

PPEEAARRLLSS PPRREESSEENNTTEERRSS

UPDATE ON BISPHOSPHONATES 
Dr Alan Felsenfeld 

 
PRINCIPLES OF ABUTMENT SELECTION 

FOR THE SINGLE IMPLANT 
Baldwin W Marchack DDS 

 
ORTHOGNATHIC ZYGOMATIC OSTEOTOMIES 

Gary L Wyatt DDS 
 

SSTTAAFFFF SSEESSSSIIOONN PPRREESSEENNTTEERRSS

FOR YOUR BACK OFFICE STAFF: SAFETY IN THE OR; 
ASSESSMENT OF PATIENTS; RE-CODING OF NARCOTICS 

Gary H Chan DDS 
 

FOR YOUR FRONT OFFICE STAFF: INTERNAL MARKETING WITH AN EMPHASIS ON 
COMMUNICATION AND MAKING A GREAT FIRST IMPRESSION 

R Dean Lang DDS 
 

FOR YOUR WHOLE STAFF: HANDS-ON CPR REVIEW USING VIDEO CAMERA;  
WHAT TO SAY TO 911 WHEN FRONT OFFICE MAKES THE CALL 

John M Scaramella DDS 
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8:00 PRE-MEETING HANDS-ON COURSE FOR DOCTORS ONLY 
 IMMEDIATE FULL-ARCH PROVISIONAL RESTORATIONS (LECTURE) 

Drs Bach Le and Arnold Rosen            
 9:30 EXHIBIT BREAK 
10:00 HANDS-ON CONTINUATION UNTIL NOON 
 IMMEDIATE FULL-ARCH PROVISIONAL RESTORATIONS (HANDS-ON) 

Drs Bach Le and Arnold Rosen 
 

11:00 REGISTRATION WITH EXHIBITS AND BOX LUNCHES     
 
12:00 PRE-MEETING PEARLS FOR DOCTORS AND STAFF 
 UPDATE ON BISPHOSPHONATES – Dr Alan Felsenfeld 
 

PRINCIPLES OF ABUTMENT SELECTION FOR THE SINGLE IMPLANT 
Dr Baldwin Marchack 

 
ORTHOGNATHIC ZYGOMATIC OSTEOTOMIES – Dr Gary Wyatt 

1:15  SESSION I FOR DOCTORS AND STAFF        
 A CRITICAL EVALUATION OF NEWER DIAGNOSTIC AIDS FOR  
 EARLY DETECTION OF ORAL CANCER – Dr Ray Melrose 

1:45  SESSION II FOR DOCTORS    
 POSTERIOR MANDIBLE – THE SHORT RIDGE – Dr Michael Block  
 
1:45 SESSION II FOR STAFF                   
 FOR YOUR WHOLE STAFF: HANDS-ON CPR REVIEW USING VIDEO  CAMERA; 
 WHAT TO SAY TO 911 WHEN FRONT OFFICE MAKES THE CAL 
 Dr John Scaramella          

2:45 EXHIBIT BREAK 
3:15  SESSION III FOR DOCTORS                        
 THE NARROW RIDGE – Dr Michael Block 

3:15 SESSION III FOR STAFF                      
 FOR YOUR FRONT OFFICE STAFF: INTERNAL MARKETING WITH  
 AN EMPHASIS ON COMMUNICATION AND MAKING A GREAT  
 FIRST IMPRESSION – Dr Dean Lang 

4:15 EXHIBIT BREAK 
4:45  SESSION IV FOR DOCTORS  
 

ESTHETIC SURGERY-COMBINING SOFT AND HARD TISSUE    
 GRAFTING – Dr Michael Block 

4:45 SESSION IV FOR STAFF                   
 FOR YOUR BACK OFFICE STAFF: SAFETY IN THE OR; ASSESSMENT  
 OF PATIENTS; RE-CODING OF NARCOTICS – Dr Gary Chan 

5:45  SESSION V FOR DOCTORS AND STAFF        
 NEW GENERATION OF BONE REGENERATION BIOMATERIALS – A SMART 
 SCAFFOLD – Col Robert G Hale DDS 
 

6:15 EXHIBIT BREAK…..RECEPTION…..DOOR PRIZES 
 
7:00 SESSION VI FOR DOCTORS AND STAFF WITH DINNER  
 FULL ARCH PROVISIONALIZATION – Dr Michael Block 
 

SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE 88 AAMM TTOO 88 PPMM

7:00 EARLY REGISTRATIONWITH CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
For Exhibitors and Pre-Meeting Attendees
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Bob Steiner 2001
Frank Barbee 2001
Helen Brockett 2002
Woody Eklund 2002
Jerry Sheppard 2002

Robert Williamson 2002
Bill Bogart 2002
Tom Seaton 2003

Edwin Williams 2003
Duke Jones 2003

Lynn Fontanesi 2003
‘Little’ Bob Thompson 2005

Lee Reeve 2006
David Cordoba 2007
Paul Knight 2008
Phil Boyne 2008

Bill McMillan 2008
Gerry Hanson 2009
Desmond Hinds 2010
Jeffrey Pulver 2010
Stan Phillips 2010

Seymour Morrow 2010
Bonny (Mrs Ralph) Waugh 2010

Cap McCarthy 2011
Richard Polachek 2011
Gerry Rudolph 2011

Laurie (Mrs Peter) Lam 2012

Since the beginning of SCOA 2001:

In Memoriam
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The Southern California Orofacial Academy is not
affiliated with or endorsed by the California Association of Oral
and Maxillofacial Surgeons or the American Association of Oral
and Maxillofacial Surgeons; is not politically motivated; reaches
out to Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons and other specialties in
California and the western states with increased options for
continuing education; offers camaraderie and Southern
California locations for two conferences each year; is registered
with the Dental Board of California as a Dental Society.

My first introduction to Gerry was when
he took me on as his associate in July of 1973.
Joe Goodsell had been practicing with Gerry
and was leaving the practice to join Stan
Phillips in Glendale. Gerry was a giant of
a man whose heart was bigger than his
frame. Wearing clogs, well ahead of his time,
and sporting a mane of curly hair, he was the
absolute picture of an “adult” flower child.
He became a valued colleague and a good
friend. He was one of the most ethical and
trustworthy gentlemen I have ever known.
The “contract” for our practice together was a
handshake – a gentleman’s agreement (rare
in these days and times). He always honored
our practice agreement. We shared our office
and our interest in Porsches. Gerry was very
natty driving his 911 Targa around town.

Our years of practice together were
very enjoyable and Gerry was always
supportive of my interest in academics and
teaching. I was able to carry on our practice
once Gerry decided to “retire” from private
practice in 1985, though he continued his
Endo and OMS activities with the Sheriff’s
Department in Orange County. Sadly, as is
with other aspects of our busy lives, Gerry and
I lost touch and his daughter, Cindy, notified
me of his passing. She mentioned that he was
able choose to terminate his life on his own
terms.

Gerry, you will be remembered fondly.

TRIBUTE TO
GERALD A RUDOLPH DMD

Dennis-Duke R Yamashita DDS
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SCOA 10th Annual Scientific Meeting
Millennium Biltmore Los Angeles

M

Please Visit These Sponsors Wednesday April 18 to Show Our Appreciation
for Their Loyal Support of SCOA Continuing Education Programs

Program Page 11 Registration Form Insert

DIAMOND
Biomet 3i

Ace Surgical Supply Co
Carestream Dental
H&H Company

Maxxeus Tissue Services
MTI

Pact-One Solutions
Straumann

PLATINUM
Astra Tech Dental

SILVER
BioHorizons

Criticare Systems Inc
Hi-Tech Implants

Medical Purchasing Solutions
Oral Pathology Associates

Patterson Dental
Xemax Surgical Products

GOLD
Piezosurgery Inc

Brady & Associates
Exactech Dental Biologics

KLS Martin Group
Megagen USA
Osteohealth
Riemser

Zimmer Dental
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